74            FAREWELL,   FRANCE!
This defeat set the final seal on the short
period of working-class ascendancy. After
that Labour was left to lick its wounds and
continue to weaken itself by internal strife.
The Front Populaire was dead. Republi-
can Spain had gone under. Ribbentrop
had been to Paris to implement " the spirit
of Munich". The French alliance with
Russia had become a dead letter, short of
being formally dropped. A fresh blow was
struck when, after the weary negotiations
during the summer of 1939, Russia broke
away and went over to Germany. At once a
hue and cry went up in France: oust the
Communists! outlaw the Reds! Even Social-
ists of the Paul Faure group joined in the
chorus; now that the Communists had
stolen their clothes by denouncing the
war, they became more violently anti-
Communist than ever. The Communists
were beaten into silence; but the big stick
was meant for Labour.
Thus France entered the war with her
working class utterly disunited, confused
and incapable of action. Even when, later,
the Socialists joined the Reynaud Govern-
ment, their internal dissensions paralysed the
party and prevented their ministers from
exercising any appreciable influence.